RULES AND FIELD MECHANICS
Test 15

Situation 1:  With runners on 1st and 2nd and no outs, the batter hits a ball up the middle that glances off the pitcher’s leg and strikes the runner from 1st going to the next bag and deflects toward the 2nd baseman behind the runner.  Is that runner out or safe?
Answer:  The ball is dead, all runners advance 1 base and the batter is awarded 1st base
Situation 2:  Two runners occupy the 1 and 3rd bases.  A pitcher delivers an erratic pitch for ball four that bounds around and rolls into the dugout.  What is the call?
Answer:  The ball is dead and each runner is awarded one base, the batter receives only 1st base, not 2nd (“one from the mound”).
Situation 3:  The catcher, in attempting to run down this wild pitch, accidentally kicks it into the dugout.  What is the call?
Answer:  The ball is dead and each runner is awarder two bases including the batter.
Situation 4:  With a count of 2 and 2 on the batter, a pitcher releases a pitch that bounces 10’ in front of home plate.  (A) The batter drives a long double into right field; (B) The batter swings and misses the ball completely; (C) The batter foul tips the ball into the catcher’s glove.  What is the call in each situation?
Answer:  (A) Double; (B) Batter is out, (but must be tagged at 1st in Jr./Sr.); (C) Batter is out
Situation 5:  The bases are loaded and there are no outs.  The batter dribbles the ball to the pitcher who scoops it up and delivers it to the catcher standing on the plate.  A second later, the runner from 3rd slides at the plate and knocks the ball loose from the catcher’s grasp as he attempts to tag him.  What is the call?
Answer:  The runner from 3rd was out the instant the catcher received the ball from the pitcher on the force.  The tag was unnecessary and has no effect on the play.
Situation 6:  There are runners on 1st and 2nd and 2 outs.  The pitcher delivers ball four to the batter.  The batter starts for 1st and while doing so, tosses his bat toward the 3rd base dugout just in time for the catcher’s throw to 3rd to retire the stealing runner from 2nd to hit the bat?  What call would you as the umpire make?
Answer:  Regardless of intent, the batter is out for interference with the throw to 3rd.  As this is the 3rd out, no run scores.
Situation 7:  With only one out, the batter hits a hopper to the 1st baseman.  The runner at that base is slow to react and remains on the base.  (A) The fielder tags the runner and then steps on 1st.  How many outs are recorded?  (B) The 1st baseman tags the base and then tags the runner.  How many outs are recorded?
Answer:  (A) Two – the runner was forced, therefore he is out; the batter is retired by stepping on the bag.  (B) One – by stepping on the base the batter is retired, thus the force is removed on the runner and he is entitled to remain at first.
Situation 8:  With the bases loaded and two out, the batter hits a ball toward 3rd base, where that fielder muffs the ball.  The runner from 2nd sees the 3rd baseman’s miscue and retreats.  The runner from 3rd crosses the plate.  The 3rd baseman grabs the ball and runs the retreating runner down and tags him.  What is the call?

Answer:  The runner from 2nd is rundown by the 3rd baseman and tagged was a force out.  No run may score on a force out, even if the plate is touched before the tag is made.
Situation 9:  The batter hits a sky-high ball toward 3rd base.  That fielder drifts over under the ball in order to make a catch.  At the last minute, the wind blows the ball into foul territory and the 3rd baseman gets tangled up with the coacher and drops the ball.  Does the batter return to the box to bat again?
Answer:  No.  The batter is called out for the interference by the coacher regardless of whether the catch is made or not.
Situation 10:  In the bottom of the 6th of the 1st game in a Junior double-header (seven inning games), the batter hits a home run to give his team a 14-4 lead.  Is the game over or does it continue?
Answer:  The game is official (bottom of the 6th), the home team has reached a 10-run lead.  Get ready to play the 2nd game.
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